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to get any worth a straw. Since I wrote to you last, I
received a mighty zealous letter from the Pr1., vaunting on
his having insisted on having for me the MSS. hooks,
which the executor would have withheld. I took that
opportunity of writing to him a mighty grateful letter,
which I showed to your son, in hopes of peaking his
generosity. A la "bonne heure! He now, he who was so
afraid of the characters heing printed, desiresf me to print
such as he shall mark to me, to save him the trouble of
having them copied! In that letter too he proposed to me
to give the correspondence with Voltaire to he printed with
the latter's works; adding that, as far as he had gone, he
found they would do her honour. To that I consented.
Now again, in the letter you enclosed from him, he says he
finds very few of Voltaire's original letters 1 All this is so
shuffling, that to save myself and you, dear Sir, any further
trouble, I will add a note which you will be so good as to
translate to him, that I hope will prevent any more messages
backwards and forwards.

I forgot another trait. He says, that amongst what is
left to me are many brochures, chiefly things of Voltaire,
that are or will be in the new edition, and which he
supposes I should not desire to have. I certainly did
desire nothing; but, being thus treated, I cannot be such
a fool as to acquiesce blindly, and if I am wronged, it
shall not be with my own consent. I will, therefore, beg
you very civilly, dear Sir, to make my compliments to the
Pr., and tell him that, as he is not well, I do not write
myself, not to put him to the trouble of answering it.
That, as to printing any of the portraits or characters, I am
sure that upon reflection he will not wish it: for, as it is
impossible for me to secure that my printer would not
reserve a copy or copies for himself, it must risk what the
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